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Lesson 205

Vocabulary Summary: Simplified: Vocabulary Summary: Traditional:
e i

Juxing Juxing

Sentence pattern Sentence pattern
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205 Notes (Simplified / Traditional):

Sentence Patterns:

Learning and recognizing these sentence patterns can go a long way towards helping you
understand Chinese grammar:

1. Shide

i, 1)/ 52, 1) Is
This pattern is used when we are adding new information to something already known.
a. Ni shi cong nali 1ai de ?

PR FE DS EL SR T/ AR A4 AR AL 21 1) Where are you from
We know this person isn’t from here, but we want to know where he’s from.

b. Wei shénme tiankong shi lansé de ?

AR RO | R R A B Why is the sky blue
We know the sky is blue, but we want to know why.
2. Suiran, késhi
HAR, AlE / EEAR, R Although, but
This pattern is different from English, as it often features a “but” in the second half.
a. Suiran ta hén pang, késhi ta pdo de hén kuai .

HEORAAR R, PT2 Al B AARR / BEAR MR, P Al P AR AR R
Although he is fat, he can still run quickly

b. Suiran ta hui zhufan, késhi ta zhti de hén nan chi .

BRI, AT R M AR AENZ / SR M e A R, R i AR e

Although she can cook, what she cooks doesn’t taste good
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3. Cai,jiu
CALE A, Only, just
This pattern is used when the second event unexpectedly occurs soon after the first one.
a. W0 cai gang shud dao ni, ni jiu lai le .

FAWIBERIOR, PR T/ AWK, REiR T .

I was just talking about you when you came
b. Ni zudtian cai mdi de shouji, zénme xianzai jiu huai le .

PRIER AN, B ABAERIR T / IR RA ST, BB T

How come the cell phone you just bought yesterday is already broken
4. Xian, zai .
5, /%, . First, then
This sentence pattern is used to describe steps that occur one after the other.
a. Xian zhi zou, zai you zhuan .
SEHAE, MR/ SEHEAE, PHAE. First go straight, then turn right
b. Ni yao xian mdi dan, zai qu mai niunai .

PRESe K, AR/ RESEE R, MHEAESY)
You should first buy eggs, then buy some milk .

5. Mg¢éi, dou.

&, #. /&, # Every, all
This pattern describes an event that always occurs during the specified interval.
a. Ta méi yige zdoshang dou hui qu gdongyudn paobu .

(ILERS S RO (| S /N T i b 20 IR R o < |8 /N Fe i i

He goes running in the park every morning
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b. Méi yici gén ta yué kan dianying, ta dou hui chidao .

B ERML LG 8, AR B/ B IR E 5%, Al e 3]

Every time I book a time to see a movie with him, he is always late
6. Bd.
./ 4 To take
This pattern is used more often in Chinese than in English.
a. W0 gang gang ba 1ajina qu ditu .
TP WA I 5 2 F /e e 41 oy 3 5= 2 I just threw away the trash

Here the pattern is more literal, and describes the action of taking the trash and throwing
it away.

b. Ni kéyi ba tade dianhua haoma géi wo ma ?

PRAT LSS A HL G S A4 B 2 R T AT At PR o G iR Al 4 S

Can you give me his telephone number
Here the pattern is less literal and describes taking the number and giving it.
7. Yi, dou

—, ., —, L. One, all
This pattern describes not having anything, not even a little.
a. W0 yidian dou bthui shud fawén .

B A S UL T BN g R LS I can’t even speak a little French
b. Ta yige péngyou dou méiyou

fl—N AR A /A — 1IN A ER R A He doesn’t have a single friend
8. De shihou, zhéngzai .

A, IE7E. B, 1EAE At the time, in the middle of .
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This pattern describes an event that is already occurring when another one takes place.

a. Péngyou 1ai de shihou, wo zheéngzai chifan

AR i, FAEAEHGAR AR KT IRee - FRIEAERZBR.

I was eating when my friend came by .
b. Ta xiaban de shihou, waimian zhéngzai xiayu .

At NBERTI B, SMENESE R R/ Al R BERIRHE, SMENESE N R

It was raining when he left work
9. Dehua.
(R / f5E If .
This pattern describes three ways to use “if.”
a. Ruguo wo you kong, wo hui da dianhua géi ni .

UURPAT A, AT IR IR / WA, e TR aA AR

If I have time, I will call you
b. Ruguo you kong de hua, wo hui da dianhua géi ni .

WARAT S, RSFTHIES R, / WA B IE, R T Rah 4 i

If I have time, I will call you
c. You kong de hua, wo hui dd dianhua géi ni

A7 B, AT IRk A3 WA, IRETERR AR

If I have time, I will call you
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