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Lesson 189

Vocabulary Summary: Simplified:

B
Chéngyu
Chinese idiom

TN TF
Wu cong xia shou
Don’t know where to start

T AL
Shou mang jido luan
To keep busy

NN
Da chi da he
Eat and drink merrily

e 51 bt
Shi hua shi shuo
To tell the truth

ENEYAY
Chang hua duan shud
To make a long story short

il
Jido
Foot

1%
chéng
Succeed
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Vocabulary Summary: Traditional

G =1
HF

Chéngyu
Chinese idiom

e
Wu cong xia shou
Don’t know where to start

R

Shou mang jido luan
To keep busy

TSP
Da chi da he
Eat and drink merrily

HEE

Shi hua shi shuo
To tell the truth

i
Chang hua duan shud
To make a long story short

Tl
Jiao
Foot

D%
chéng
Succeed

Lesson 189 Vocab& Notes

Page 1/2



y cl B Onling Mandarin Couwrse

LLAIIY UINLITNL

Lesson 189 Notes :

As described in the lessons, “chengyu” are proverbs, usually consisting of four characters,
that originated from stories and folklore. Most students are taught these stories growing
up, so the proverbs make sense. When the situation arises, the proper “chengyu” is used

to describe the situation. There are over 5000 chengyu that are commonly used in
everyday language. Classical Chinese, however, lists more than 20 000 varieties. Because
a typical chengyu is limited to four characters, it doesn’t always follow proper grammar,
since it tends to be a summary of a longer story or meaning. Some chengyu also use
words that aren’t used in modern Chinese.

The examples used in today’s lesson were purposely chosen because they are self-evident.

However some, such as “Don’t tidy your hat under the plum trees” would require a
background of the story to understand the meaning behind it.
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