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Lesson 185

Vocabulary Summary: Simplified:
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Vocabulary Summary: Traditional:
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Lesson 185 Notes (Simplified / Traditional):

Weénfd was described as the word for “grammar.” You may also see the word Yufa used.
Weénfa typically refers to the written word, whereas Yufa refers to the spoken word.

Here is a summary of the grammar concepts taught in this lesson:
1. As explained in the lesson, zi is a common suffix for nouns.
zi T/ common noun suffix

2. In Chinese, many verbs require an object to describe the action. So if you say you are
eating, you have to specify what it is you are eating. If you say you are drinking, you
have to specify what it is you are drinking. There are generic nouns used where you don’t
want to specify the object. In chifan and hé shui , the fan and shui don’t necessarily mean
rice or water respectively, just objects being consumed.

chifan NZ4R 1 Mz 8k to eat
hé shui & 7K / 7K to drink

3. When placing an adjective in front of a noun, you usually have to use de such as in
gaoxing de , xinde and hongse de .

gaoxing de 1% 1)/ v L) happy
xinde B BT new
hongse de ARG WE RGN red

4. When placing an adjective after a noun, a verb isn’t required, as in Ta hén gaoxing .
However, you often have to specify the degree of the adjective. So words like “very,”
“extremely,” and “too” are used more often than you might see in English as in hén
gaoxing , feichang shuai and tai bang .

Ta hén gaoxing AR v % / A AR vy very happy
feichang shuai EH I /7 AEH b extremely handsome
tai bang YN NN too good

5. Measure words are required in Chinese whenever you want to specify how many of a
noun you are dealing with. Ge is the most commonly used one. If you don’t know which
measure word to use, you can usually get away with Ge (although you may not be
grammatically correct).

Ge A /A Generic measure word

For a list of measure words taught so far in our course, search
for “measure word” in the type field of the word bank.
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